A Volunteer’s Perspective – Insights from Lindsay and Kimberley 
As two Canadian teachers looking for something out of the ordinary, we thought that teaching in a school 'somewhere in Africa' would be an incredible learning experience. When we decided to travel to Botswana, neither of us quite knew what to expect. Admittedly, we had both needed an atlas to locate the country, and though we were educated enough to have ridden ourselves of the oft-portrayed Western image of all Africans living in mud huts amidst roaming lions, we were still ignorant in so many ways. Our first emails home, for instance, included our surprise at our plush accommodations, as we were living in a fenced in home with satellite television, a great internet connection, and a swimming pool. We were a minute's walk from fast food chains, supermarkets, and restaurants, and, somewhat disappointingly, a really long way away from any lions.

Life out in Mogoditshane, though, a short drive outside of Gaborone, is markedly different. Houses are more practical affairs, with cinder block walls and shared water sources. Roads are mostly ditch-ridden and dusty, and absent are the gleaming SUV's and electric fence compounds. It is here that we found St. Peter's Day Care centre, a small school that serves children from the area. Run by St Peter's Anglican Church, the school cares for about 90 vulnerable children, most of whom are either infected with or affected by HIV- some orphaned by the disease, and others living with it. 

The new building, constructed recently by donations, is a testament to how well the school is run. Under the care of Father Andrew Mudereri and Mrs. Gladys Mudereri, the school is lovingly and efficiently operated. The children are picked up from their homes early in the morning by the school's bus and delivered in time for morning chapel. The day's lessons are punctuated by free play time, and, most importantly, a food program which provides breakfast, morning snack, lunch, and an afternoon snack before the bus ride home begins. The food is nutritious and ample, and prepared with great care by the school's three cooks.

Being funded by donations, resources are carefully used. The morning's cereal boxes are quickly cut up to be used in the day's art class, and no shred of paper if discarded if a student could write on the back of it. Teachers are able to request the purchase of specific supplies for a particular project or lesson, but make good use of materials available at the school.

We both found our time teaching in Mogoditshane to be rewarding and educational. One cannot have an experience like this and not be in some way changed by it. We left St. Peter's to carry on with our travels reluctantly, having been won over by 90 young smiles and influenced by the incredibly hard working staff. We readily encourage anyone with a desire to gain new perspective on life in Botswana to consider a similar experience. It will not be one soon forgotten.

