
St Peters Second Term 2011

Staff members reported back for duty on April 1st. We held a staff meeting, after which everybody got busy preparing for the coming of children.
On April 4th, the teachers had a workshop on the preschool curriculum introduced by the Ministry of Education. The workshop helped teachers add to their knowledge of preschool lesson planning.

Children were back to school on April 5th. After weighing and measuring all the children settled in for the new term’s business. 

Visitors and Blessings
As usual, it gave us much pleasure to welcome visitors to the centre. Most of them did not just visit but also blessed the centre with most appreciated donations of either cash or kind.

07-04-11
Thornhill Primary School delivered a beautiful piano to the centre. What great joy erupted from all the children when they received the wonderful present. Everyone wanted to have a go on it and make a joyful noise. St Peter’s Day Care Centre is truly blessed to have a partner like Thornhill Primary School. Thank you!

15-04-11
Having heard our plea for milk, Mrs Mamtaz Desai did not waste time and she bought 32litres for the children. This was most welcome and appreciated. It was great for the kids to drink milk for about 3 days. Many thanks to Mr and Mrs Desai
20-04-11
Mr Shikuku, a teacher from Westwood International School and our dear friend, visited and personally donated P600 to the centre. This was a wonderful blessing which we thank Mr Shikuku for. We also thank him for his readiness to listen to our needs and challenges.

21-04-11
Ms Basiame Mawela lovingly brought us 50 litre of milk. Ms Malewa’s response to our needs is amazing. She takes the welfare of the kids very seriously. She is a great young woman whom we would like to thank for her love and concern for the needy.

03-05-11
We welcomed 10 visitors from our link Diocese of Newcastle in the UK. They were Father Geoff and Monica Lowson (who had been here before), Dr John Appleby, Fr Allan Marks, Fr John Sinclair, Ms Carol Wolstenholme, Dr Margaret Stewart, Dr Margaret Stewart, Rev Audrey Elkington and Ms Jenny Jones. The children and staff had a great time with this group who applauded us for the work we are doing, which was very encouraging! They played with children and Fr Geoff taught the kids a song which is still well remembered. We shared with them our challenges, needs and vision for the centre, all of which they took seriously with interest. We shared lunch with them before they left. 

04-05-11
The Diocese of Newcastle group came back briefly as they brought us 78 litres of milk for the children. This was a great blessing indeed and most appreciated. The memory of these wonderful men and women remains with all of us at the centre. 

11-05-11
We received some educational materials from the Ministry of Education. These will be very useful in the education of the children. We thank the Kweneng Region Principal Education Officer, Mrs Mogomotsi, for organizing the donation for us.

13-05-11
Mrs Sarah Ward of Trinity ladies came with Mrs Judy Nolan and Mrs Mary Warner from the American embassy in Botswana to visit us. They brought knitted items for the little children which were knitted by Mrs Ward’s mother in the UK and other clothes. The items were distributed to our centre kids and their baby siblings. It was great to see the wide smiles on the children’s faces as they were dressed in the new clothes. Our thanks go to these ladies and Sara’s mother.

17-05-11 
We received 80kgs of minced meat from Bonnington CJSS. This went a long way to help us feed the children in the centre. Their generous donation was most appreciated. On the same day our dear mothers and friends from the AWL brought us the most needed foodstuffs including fruits, vegetables, mealie meal, sugar, juice etc. We thank the chairperson – Mrs Hasseriis and all the members of the AWL for their love and generosity.
25 & 26-05-11
We were visited by Mrs Beth Crow and her daughter Amy from Diocese of North Carolina, USA. They taught the children new songs and we all had fun with them. Before they left they blessed the children with a US$100 donation and promised us another visit, God willing. We thank them a lot for finding time to visit us.

01-06-11
Mrs Caroline Desai and Aliah Noor brought us 114 litres of milk. Mrs Desai reported that Aliah, a form 4 student at Alnur Secondary school, collected the milk over a period of time to donate to our day care centre. We cannot find words to explain this young girl’s thoughtfulness, care and love for the less privileged. We applaud and thank her immensely. We also extend our great thanks to Mrs Desai for encouraging Aliah to do the commendable noble task.

08-06-11
We were visited by Mr Tim Bricknel from the U.K. He was touched by the work we are doing and promised to visit again.



Mrs Nancy Kegure, who had learnt about the centre from a friend, visited and brought us many essential food items which we were very thankful for. She has since come back on a number of occasions with money donations. She later visited the centre with her husband Duncan Wainaina and they both encouraged us to keep on serving God in the work we do. Thank you friends!

14-06-11
Mrs Morakgomo, the chairperson of SAPSSI made time to visit the centre. She did not come empty handed but brought us food stuffs for our pantry. Thanks Mrs Morakgomo!
17-06-11
Our faithful senior supporter, Mrs Thunyane Moeti, brought the children 10 litres of milk. This help was very much appreciated especially during this period of mild shortage in the centre.

23-06-11
Mrs Les Whitfield came with 30 students from Thornhill Primary School to play with and present to the children blankets, clothes and toys which they had collected. All our children got a blanket each, clothes parcels and shoes. They also brought 20 dozen eggs donated by Mrs Shearer, a teacher at Thornhill. We were very appreciative and thankful to Mrs Shearer for the donation. Again we thank the Thornhill Primary school headteacher, staff, children and parents for their love and continued support.

SPECIAL EVENTS

1. TRANSPORT

20-04-11
Two new custom made Isuzu Pick up trucks donated by the Lady Khama Charitable Trust were delivered to the centre. They were then presented to us on 21-04 by Ms Jackie Khama and Mr John Little during a short ceremony attended by the Bishop Right Rev Musonda Mwamba, the dean of the cathedral Dr Mongezi Guma, our accountant Mr Ian Harworth, and members of the centre management committee. We were all overjoyed to receive the vehicles and we eagerly looked forward to the coming of His Excellency the President to come and officially hand them to us at a later date.

26-05-11
The long awaited even arrived. The President of the Republic of Botswana His Excellency Seretse Khama Ian Khama came to officially hand over the two vehicles to the centre. It was such a joyous occasion attended by the Lady Khama Charitable Trust representatives, the bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Botswana Rt Rev T. Musonda Mwamba, assistant bishop Rt Rev Theo and Mrs Naledi, the local Member of Parliament and deputy Minister of Presidential affairs Mr Patrick Masimolole, the chief Mr Wilfred Dihutso, the African Women’s League, the centre management committee, parents and guardians of our children and many well wishers from the village and church. The children had been so well prepared for this event that they sang the national anthem beautifully and presented other well enjoyed musical items. It was a day to be remembered for a long time to come. We are extremely thankful to the Lady Khama Charitable Trust for the special donation and for also helping us pay for the insurance of the two vehicles for a year. 
We don’t forget to thank Mrs Susan Stadler of Fresh Cafe who donated the delicious chocolate cake shared after the handover ceremony.

The borrowed SAPSSI combi which we used for some years has now been returned and we are really grateful to SAPSSI for allowing the centre to use the combi for so long.

2. BIRTHDAY PARTY

06-06

Mrs Charity Butau was so loving that she decided to come and celebrate her birthday at St Peter’s Day Care Centre with the children and staff. She provided all the food that was cooked and eaten on the day and even for the days after the party. The birthday cake was delicious and we all enjoyed it. As if that was not enough, she donated beautiful aprons to all the children and kitchen staff and T-shirts to teachers. It was an enjoyable day and we would like to thank Mrs Butau for her thoughtfulness and love.

3. DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD CELEBRATION

16-06

SAPSSI staff, Ellan, Toy, Dimpho and Tshegofatso planned for, organised and came to celebrate this special day with the children. They brought a jumping castle and clowns to entertain the kids. It was a morning full of games, laughter and great joy. SAPSSI staff deserve a big THANK YOU from us all at the centre for arranging for the day.
VOLUNTEERS

12/05 – 16/06
We had Tiffany Benitez from West Virginia in the USA volunteering her services in the centre. She loved the children so much that they could not get enough of her hugs and kisses. She was a very friendly young lady who got on so well with other staff members. She enjoyed cooking therefore she was most welcome in the kitchen. In the classrooms she was also a great assistant whom the children adored and the teacher loved working with. From here she went to Ethiopia to do voluntary work for another 6 weeks before returning to USA. We wish her all the best.

03/06 – 17/
Pretty Tshepiso Ngala, training at Gaborone University College of Law as a preschool teacher, came to do some observation as part of her training. We hope she learnt something to help her in her course. 

FIELD TRIPS

20-06

K3 class visited Mogoditshane Police Station to learn about the policemen and the transport they use. The little ones were treated in a special way by the police officers and they all enjoyed the outing.

REGULARS

· Staff and children’s devotions continued daily as scheduled. On April 4, Reception class enacted the Passion of Christ for their colleagues and teachers in chapel. All were attentive and touched by the play.
· Parents/Guardian meetings were fruitful though other parents failed to attend. Those who attended helped in washing children’s blankets.

· Management committee meetings were held and these helped a lot in the running of the centre

· Home visits were carried out as necessary

· After school care

IMPROVEMENTS

Gutters



We now have the long cried gutters to help collect rain water into tanks. We owe Mrs Phylis Elias in the UK a huge ‘THANK YOU’ for providing money for the gutters and another water tank to add to the 3 which were long donated to us by the African Women’s League. Our special thanks also go to Terry and Vic from Mechanical Engineering for running around buying and delivering all that was needed for installing the gutters. At the moment all the tanks are full of water which will be used when the urgent need arises.

Jungle Gym

Thanks to Fr Murdock Smith and all our friends at St Martins Episcopal Church in North Carolina, the children now enjoy playing on the new jungle gym. It is wonderful to have friends who are always there to provide for our needs. Thank you brothers and sisters!

MORE BLESSINGS

We received more money donations during the term. We thank the following for their love and generosity:

· Diocese of North Carolina for two generous donations

· Mrs Pru Haris – UK

· Many anonymous donors and well wishers

FEEDING

We thank the following for keeping the children well fed:

· Global Holdings

· Pick n Pay Molapo Crossing

· Pick n Pay South Ring Mall

· Quality Meat

· Many other loving friends who dropped food items to the centre during the term

The centre garden kept us supplied with some green vegetables. We thank Mrs Electra Vye for bringing us tomato and lettuce seedlings which we planted and are looking forward to harvesting in the new term.

REGULAR FINANCIAL HELP

Our work would have been pretty difficult without the continued love, support and generous assistance from the following:

· Orfund foundation

· Global Holdings

· Antony Davenport Association

· Bookbinder family

· Pick n Pay Riverwalk

· Pick n Pay Sebele Mall

· Tredinnick Botswana

· Lalonde family

· Mrs Hilda Butler and Winborne friends

· Mr Afzal Ejaz

LICENCING

The centre was inspected and given a new licence for up to the end of December 2011.
FINANCES
We are glad that our 2010 accounts were audited by Duncan Littlefields. We thank Fr. Andrew, Mr Ian Harworth and Mr Isaiah Katsande for keeping our financial records up to date.

NEEDS

· Milk for children. We appeal for longlife milk or powdered milk. We no longer get the milk donation we used to receive 

· Other food items – mealie meal, sorghum meal, samp, sugar beans, rice, cooking oil, peanut butter, flour, bread etc

· Financial help to efficiently run the centre

SAD NEWS

One of our 4 year old kids Nametso Matlhomane peacefully passed away on 09 May after a long illness and was buried on 13 May. Both children and staff were very saddened by the loss but we prayed and believed she had rested in God’s hands.

ENROLMENT OF END OF TERM

Pre-school


Boys

34


Girls

48
 
Total

82

After school care
36

The term ended on June 29 when children broke for the school holiday. However, activities in the centre continued.

07-07-11
We were visited by Ms Rampa and Ms Motloutwane, teachers from Tlogatloga CJSS. They voiced interest in involving their students in activities to assist the needy in our centre. We look forward to their support

11-07-11
We had Mrs Sandra Zarins from Diocese of West Missouri visiting the centre. She didn’t just sit idle but got busy helping teachers to sort out some donated children’s clothes. We hope to have her again in the new term since she will be in the Diocese for almost a year volunteering her services.



A young lady, Valentina Muraleedharan, a student in USA college, came to let us know that she had identified our centre to be a beneficiary of a community project she was doing with Rainbow Primary School. We were so pleased with and encouraged by this young lady’s initiative to care for the less privileged.

13-07-11
The management committee members went to Rainbow Primary School to receive lots of children’s clothes from Valentina, which the children of Rainbow had lovingly collected. This was done during a beautiful ceremony, organised by the head teacher, staff and children of the school whom we would like to thank so much for their thoughtfulness, love and generosity. The clothes will be made good use of by our little ones. Thanks to Valentina and a strong friendship between the school and our centre. After the ceremony, Valentina and her parents visited the centre and helped unload the bags of clothes. What great joy we all had! 

Awe thank God for enabling us to do his work. We continue to appeal for donations of cash and kind to help us carry out the challenging task.

BANK DETAILS

Account name:


St Peters Day Care Centre
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Stanbic Bank Botswana Ltd

Branch:


 
Broadhurst

Swift code:


SB/CBWGX
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